
Year 7 Curriculum Overview 
 

 

   

 Cycle 1 
 
Art & Design 

Introduction to Art and Design 1: 

Formal Elements through Henri Matisse, Kara 

Walker and Antonio Rocha 

Design Technology 
Exploring a design brief and designing a building 

inspired by Brutalist architecture 

Drama 
Introduction to theatre: From Greek Theatre to 

Pantomime 

 
English 

Study of Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’, exploring 

characterisation and stagecraft 

French 
Introducing yourself: simple facts about yourself and 

family 

 

 
Geography 

Geographical skills: including how to use OS maps, 

atlases and compasses 

Geographical investigations: looking into the safety 

and security of the school site, through a 

geographical investigation 

 
History 

Norman Conquest and William I’s control (inc. 

castles, feudal system and punishment) 

Worldviews in c.1000 

 
 

Mathematics 

Place value and our base 10 number system 

including rounding and working with the four 

operations 

 
Music 

‘Musical patterns’ Developing: pulse, rhythm 

notation, tempo, dynamics 

 
PE and Dance 

Developing key skills and leadership qualities in 

individual sports (athletics, basketball and fitness) 

Religious Studies Origins of Abrahamic Faith 

 
Science 

The organisation of living organisms; 

Particles, developing working scientifically skills 

Spanish 
Introduce yourself – simple facts about yourself and 

family 

 

Cycle 2 
Clay mythical creature sculptures, exploring the 

work of Dug Stanat 

Graphics: exploring graphics through logo design 

Vocal and physical characterisation through: Willy 

Russell’s ’Blood Brothers’ 

Morality Tales: exploring stories with strong morals 

across several time periods, and the narrative arc in 

creative writing 

School: describing yourself and others 

Global development: exploring why some countries 

are richer than others 

World of Work: Exploring the relationship between 

jobs and the economy as well as tourism 

Medieval England: religion, crusades, disease, 

Magna Carta, peasants' revolt 

Area of rectangles, triangles and parallelograms. 

Calculating with decimals and working with fractions 

‘Exploring melody and timbre’ Developing: pitch 

notation, instrument names and sounds, writing a 

melody 

Developing key skills and leadership qualities in 

individual and team games (football, badminton and 

rugby) 

Judaism 

Energy transfers and uses; reproduction and 

variation 

School: describing yourself and others 

 

Cycle 3 
Formal Elements through colour theory and 

painting, whilst drawing from life 

CAD CAM project: designing and making a product 

inspired by students own logo design 

Scriptwriting and Verbatim Theatre based on ‘BLM 

movement’ 

Power & Control: George Orwell’s ‘Animal Farm’, 

rhetorical writing and a selection of poetry 

Where you live and the near future 

River landscapes: physical processes and how 

humans interact with rivers 

Renaissance and reformation: religion, life, disease, 

new discoveries, Henry VIII 

Angles and measure including the properties of 2-D 

shapes and symmetry. Introduction to algebra 

including manipulating expressions and negative 

numbers 

‘Hooks and Riffs’ Learning about repeated patterns 

in contrasting musical styles 

Developing key skills and leadership qualities in 

team games (table tennis and cricket) 

History of Christianity 

Chemical reaction of elements and compounds; 

forces and motion 

Where you live and the near future 

 



Year 8 Curriculum Overview 

 

 

   

 Cycle 1 

Art, Design and 

Technology 

Portraiture: Expressing the self through the 

Loomis method and lino printing 

Drama 
Devising physical theatre, based on ‘Alice in 

Wonderland’ 

English 
Shaw’s ‘Pygmalion’: characterisation and non- 

fiction writing 

French 
Free time and the three tenses 

 
Geography 

Coastal landscapes: physical processes and 

how humans interact with the coast 

 
History 

English Reformation: religious changes under 

the Tudors. Civil War: Causes, events and 

execution of the King 

 

 

 

Mathematics 

Properties of numbers including prime factors, 

squares and roots. Application of negative 

numbers including fractions and the four 

operations. Solving algebraic equations. 

Rounding and estimating numbers including 

using a calculator 

 
Music 

‘Understanding tonality and structure’ 

Developing: Major/minor, chromatic scales, 

binary/ternary structure 

 
PE 

Developing leadership qualities in a range of 

individual activities (basketball, athletics and 

fitness) 

Religious Studies History of Atheism 

Science 
Materials and the Earth, Healthy Diet, Light 
and Space 

Spanish Free time and the three tenses 

 

Cycle 2 
Empire and subjective mapping: revealing 

hidden truths about the world 

Devising epic theatre, based on 'The Three 

Little Pigs' 

Dystopia: exploring the conventions of 

dystopian short stories 

Food, routine and healthy living 

Population and migration: causes and 

problems of rising population; reasons for 

migration 

Slavery: Beginnings, life and abolition 

Empire: British empire height and decline 

Angle properties and angles in parallel lines. 

Introduction to circle geometry and area of 

trapezia and compound shapes including unit 

conversion. Speed and distance-time graphs 

‘Every student an instrumentalist’. Developing 

instrumental/vocal skill through working with 

fusion styles 

Learning tactical decision-making in a range of 

individual sports and invasion games (football, 

handball and Badminton) 

Hermeneutics 

Ecological Relationships, The periodic table 

Daily routine, food and health 

 

Cycle 3 
Designing and creating a wooden robot using 

CAD CAM 

Devising naturalism based on: 'Goodnight Mr 

Tom' 

William Shakespeare's 'Romeo and Juliet', 

stagecraft and writer's intentions 

Holidays and the three tenses 

Tectonics: study of the Earth’s structure; 

tectonic hazards such as volcanoes and 

earthquakes 

Industrial Britain 

Suffragettes 

Working with percentages, ratio and 

proportion. 3-D shapes, volume and surface 

area. Comparing and analysing data 

The creative musician’ Developing improvising 

within a given structure 

Learning how to live a healthy active lifestyle 

through different activities (cricket and table 

tennis) 

Sikhism 

Electricity 

Holidays and the three tenses 

 



Year 9 Curriculum Overview 

 

   

 Cycle 1 
 
Art & Design 

Investigating the effects of war: Kathe Kollwitz, 

Pablo Picasso and Abdullah Omari 

Drama 
Performing and designing a whole play: 'DNA' by 

Dennis Kelly 

English 
Voices for Change: exploring and analysing a 

range of fiction and non-fiction writings 

French 
Where you live – the imperfect and conditional 

 

 
 

Geography 

Our climate crisis: how humans contribute to the 

global issue of climate change through the use of 

different energy sources 

 
History 

WW1 

 
 

Mathematics 

Coordinates and linear graphs. Angles in 

polygons. Converting to and from standard form 

notation. Working with sequences. Expanding 

and factorising 

 
Music 

‘The ensemble musician’ Developing: pop song 

structure, cadences, texture 

 
PE and Dance 

Developing the ability to officiate competitive 

situations (athletics, basketball and fitness) 

Religious Studies Christianity: Beliefs and Practices 

 

Science 
Biological Systems, Matter, Chemical Reactions 
and Reactivity 

Spanish 
Where you live, the imperfect and the 

conditional 

 

Cycle 2 
Shifting Contexts: Exploring the importance of 

context in the Art world through mixed media 

outcomes 

Live Theatre and Acting for Screen 

The Gothic: symbolism and descriptive writing 

The environment, festivals, and social issues 

Life in an emerging country: study how countries 

rapidly develop, with a focus on Nigeria and India 

Nazi Germany & Holocaust: causes of WWII and 

reason for Nazi defeat. The Holocaust: 

persecution of Jews during WWII 

Ratio, proportion and scale. Forming and solving 

equations and inequalities. Index laws 

‘Composing to a brief’ Developing: 

dissonance/consonance, pedal, common pitch 

intervals, dim 7th chord 

Evaluating sporting performances and 

implementing improvements (football, handball 

and badminton) 

Islam: Beliefs and Practices 

Plants, Forces 

The environment, festivals, and social issues 

 

Cycle 3 
GCSE style mini project: Portrait painting unit, 

drawing upon range of skills learned across KS3 

Speech making and public speaking 

War Poetry & ‘Journey’s End’: structure and 

crafting essays 

Relationships, future-plans, and an introduction 

to GCSE French 

Geographical investigations: studying crime in 

our local area, through a geographical 

investigation 

Synoptic unit: Drawing together the key themes 

of geography throughout KS3 to understand the 

importance of geography in our lives 

Britain and the world in the 20th Century - The 

development of Britain after World War Two 

Pythagoras’ theorem and transformations. 

Comparing and analysing data including further 

averages. Introduction to probability 

‘The student musician’. Arranging and song 

writing, drawing on knowledge from across the 

entire key stage 

Developing awareness of how to live a healthy 

active lifestyle through diet and training (table 

tennis and cricket) 

Christian denominations 

Energetics and Rates, Waves and Sound, Start 
Combined Science GCSE 

Relationships, future-plans, and an introduction 

to GCSE Spanish 

 


